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Newsletter no 31 / Spring Term / 12t May 2017

Mon 15th No Clubs All Week
R8 Sailing (Mon & Tue)

Thu 18t R10 Bronze Duke of Ed Qualifying Expedition (Thu & Fri)
13.00 Junior Girls Tennis Team (Yrs 9/10) v Grosvenor Grammar @ Rockport

Sat 20th Creative Writing Retreat

Headmaster’s Headlines

Anti-Social Climbers: Well done to Mrs Parke and Mrs Megarry who last week
successfully completed their Mountain Leaders qualifications. This is a gruelling course
which takes a lot of time and a certain sacrifice of one’s social life, held as it is over 8 full
weekends during the winter months. With some of those weekends spent camping out in
all conditions, it is definitely not for the faint-hearted. It is also vital for us as a school to
have a sufficient number of suitably mountain-qualified staff in order to man our Duke of
Ed weekends as well as for our Round Square Adventure training, so for two teachers to
volunteer and pass with flying colours is encouraging indeed.
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Fete Accompli: It seems that no job is too daunting for our dynamic PTA team and
putting on the school Fete last Sunday was yet another mammoth task — but another
task that they managed to make look easy. If their aim was to raise money for the
school, they succeeded. If their aim was to create a wonderful event which would help
to strengthen our links with the local community, they succeeded. | am running out of
ways to thank them for their efforts, as well as all the staff who gave up their Sunday to
help out.

Blitzed: On Monday, 55 schools represented by more than 600 netball players
descended upon Rockport to truly christen our new 3G Pitch at the annual Rockport
Netball Blitz. This is a signature event for the PE Faculty and each year provides a
logistical Rubik’s cube for Miss Holland and her team. Thanks to everyone who
collaborated to make this event such a success, including those valiant parent
volunteers who worked tirelessly throughout the day to feed the five thousand (or so it
must have seemed) with hot dogs and burgers.

Best in Show: Well done to all those pupils in R3, R4, R7 and R10 who travelled to the
Balmoral Show on Wednesday. By all accounts it was a beautiful warm day (dare | say
too warm), and our children covered themselves in glory by behaving impeccably
throughout. We expect nothing less. Thanks to the staff who planned this trip and who
accompanied them on the day.

Thank You for the Music: We are indeed indebted to resident singing tutor Catherine
Hunter. Last night the school Sports Hall reverberated to the sound of singing stars and
our junior choir, all perfectly punctuated by a wonderful harpist at our Music In May
concert. UTV’s Julian Simmons also provided seamless continuity throughout and it was
especially pleasing to welcome back ORs Julia Clarke, Juliet Cooke and Laura Johnston.
Great stuff.

George Vance
Headmaster
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GENERAL

Hi-de-Hi!
Junior School will celebrate the end of the summer exams in style! We have organized a fun camp
night to be held on the evening of Friday 26% May for all pupils currently in R5,6 & 7.

The event will begin at 4pm after the school games
session. Pupils will enjoy a full evening of fun outdoor
activities as well as a bbg supper, toasting of
marshmallows, a camp fire sing-a-long and a midnight
feast. A light breakfast will be supplied the following
morning but we would expect all children and tents to be
picked up by 9am (apologies if this does not provide
parents with a long enough lie in but arriving any later
would almost certainly risk witnessing Mr Reid and |
transforming into unrecognisable zombies).

Tickets for this event will go on sale from the R6 form room on Monday morning. The cost is £25 per
pupil, with all profit going to The Prince’s Trust.

Further details will be sent out to parents once tickets have been purchased. Hope to see as many
children as possible taking part - it’s not one to miss!

Suzanne McCartney
R6 Form Teacher

Spelling Bee

Good luck to R7 pupil Christian Simms as he makes his way to
Newry on Wednesday for the final of the Eason Spelling Bee. He
has spent a great deal of time nose-deep in spellings over the
last few months and it will be with much relief that he finally
puts his books aside and actually competes. We wish him well.

Suzanne McCartney
R7 English teacher
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Balmoral Show

Yesterday we went to the Balmoral Show. It took a long time to get there by coach! When we
arrived we were given wristbands and bags. The wristbands had Mrs McKerrow’s phone number
on it. This was to help if we got lost. We went to see the horses and they were cute. We had our
break while watching the horse jumping. We saw hay bales that had been painted to look like
animals! Charlie, Eva and Mathew went on the radio and then we all got to say “Hello from
Rockport”.

After that we had lunch and | had pasta and bread. We watched a sheep getting ready for the
show. There were hundreds of sheep! We saw a man doing circus skills and it was very funny.
Then we went home. | had a fun day out.

Patrick Bremner R4M

R10 trip to Balmoral

The R10 pupils enjoyed their trip to Balmoral Show
and were able to sample food and drinks on offer
from the various traders and were given a real
insight into the agri-food sector as well as seeing the
various types of livestock and all things country.
Those who have opted for Home Economics next
year are already looking forward to their next visit.

Helen McConaghy
HE Teacher

R5-R7 E-Safety Workshop

This week the R5-R7 students took part in an e-safety workshop
hosted by the 02 Gurus, in association with the NSPCC, which
reiterated the importance of staying safe online. Students were
reminded of age restrictions associated with social media and tips for
keeping themselves safe when surfing the web.

The Netaware App is a fantastic resource that has been developed for
parents who may have concerns about their child’s online activity or
wish to find out more about the apps their children are using.

Sarah Parke
Head of ICT & ICT Co Ordinator
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Opportunity Europe Euro Quiz

A massive well done to the pupils from R8-10 that competed in the Opportunity Europe Euro Quiz
Regional Heat in Ballymena Braid Arts Centre on Thursday. The team came joint third after a very
pleasing performance. Throughout the 6 rounds, they were quizzed on geography, daily life and
culture, food and drink, languages, music and faces and places. It was a very enjoyable day and they
all came home with lots of European Commission goodies. What a result!

Office in
Norther~ Irelar

Amanda Berry
Teacher of Geography

Netball Invitation Day

Many thanks to those parents and pupils who contributed to the Cake Sale on Monday. There
are a number of un-named containers, shopping bags and boxes in the Home Economics room
of those that contributed to such. A special thanks to Mr and Mrs Shiel for assisting with the set
up and manning the B-B-Q’s all day. It is most appreciated.

Thanks too to Mrs Ashcroft and to the pupils and staff who assisted that day in terms of
catering and umpiring/result taking, to the St. John’s Ambulance Service, kitchen staff, Mrs
Calvert and to Miss Holland for introducing what now has become one of the biggest sporting
events in the Rockport calendar.

Helen McConaghy
R8 Form Teacher
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SAILING

Sail Training Dates R8,10

Well done to R9 who had lovely sunshine on Thursday this week and slightly more
challenging conditions on Friday. Next week sees R8 out sailing on Monday 15th and
Tuesday 16th May. Year 10 will sail after the examination period.

(LI Monday 15th May
_ Tuesday 16th May
Tuesday 30th May
I wednesday 31st May

Tuesday June 13t ( AM)
Morning

Tuesday June 13t ( PM)
Regatta

Please note sailing is an optional extra and will be charged to your bill at £75-80 for the 10
hours of tuition. Sailing has been a popular choice in the past and the majority of pupils
sign up for this adventure activity training. It is however not compulsory and if your child
does not wish to partake they can attend school as usual and will attend lessons.

Pupils will be transported to and from school by coach or minibus.

Pupils who have sailed before should bring their RYA logbook. Pupils who have not sailed
will be issued with a new log book. Pupils who have lost a logbook can purchase a new
one for £5.

In a 10 hour course pupils are likely to achieve their Stage 1 Introduction to Sailing but
higher stages require more time and pupils may be signed off on a few of the
competences of other stages but are unlikely to complete a full stage. Quite often these
competences are weather dependant on the day.

On a sail training day pupils should come to school in their school tracksuit and trainers.
They should bring a packed lunch with plenty of snacks and drinks (not fizzy). Boarders will
collect their packed lunch from the kitchen on the morning of their course. They will
depart from school at 9.15am after registration and will return to school by 4pm for
collection or prep as usual. If they are staying for prep, pupils should bring a school bag
and leave it in their form room. Pupils should work on revision in advance of their summer
exams if they have not been in class to receive prep.
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Kit List
A packed lunch and sufficient snacks and drinks for a day out of school, no fizzy drinks please

Pupils may attend school in theirschool tracksuit on a sailtraining day. This and theirfootwear should remain dry for wearing upon their
return to school. Please name all items.

Each participant will be given a wet suit, spray jacket and a buoyancy aid for the sailing session. This will be on loan from
Ballyholme and returned at the end of each session

They will also need to bring.
warm clothing (lots of woollen/ fleece layers) for the upper body
swimwear for underneath wetsuit
a hat or cap & gloves
old trainers/crocs/wetsuit boots that will get wet (not wellington boots)
warm socks
a change of clothes including another pair of shoes for transport to/from school
towel
plastic bin bag for wet clothes
long hair must be tied back
no jewellery
MEDICATION (inhalers etc.)
Sunscreen

Pupils who have their own sailing kit are welcome to bring it but please label and name all items.

Details for Small Sailors and Regatta will be made available from class teachers next week. Please direct
all queries regarding sailing to dtoland@rockportschool.com

Dawn Toland

The Bronze DoE group will be completing their qualifying expedition

along the coast walking from Donaghadee Lighthouse to The Dirty

g@ Duck in Holywood from Thursday 18t — Friday 19" May 2017.

ROCKPQORT  Transport is by coach to and from school and the group will be

m ‘ SCHOOL camping at Crawfordsburn Country Park. Please meet in Mrs

oeERYE Megarry’s room as close to 8.30am as possible on Thursday
o morning for a rucksack check.

Wiy

Please note that it is important for students to have all the necessary items listed on the kit list that they
were given again yesterday. It is vital all students have a good pair of walking boots, a rucksack and a
waterproof coat. Rockport will supply tents, trangias, maps and compasses. Participants should
communicate with other members of their groups to organise the food for Thursday and Friday. This
should be shared equally among all group members.

It is estimated that we will return to school no later than 3.30pm on Friday. Any borrowed equipment
must be returned in a clean and dry condition to Mrs. McBride or Mrs Megarry on the Monday following
the expedition at 0830. If you have any questions please get in touch on
kmegarry@rockportschool.com, hmcbride@rockportschool.com or 02890428372.

K Megarry and H McBride
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EARLY YEARS

Head Lice

There has been a case of head lice in the R4 class. We know how quickly lice can spread, so we ask
that all parents in the Early Years Department check their child’s head and prevent the spread.
Thank you.

R4 Prep
A reminder that Afternoon Prep for R4 will begin on Monday 15t May.

Movie Night
If you're looking for a great night out — we have just the thing for you...

T hecosest ey v eas Movie Night Fundraiser for Syrian Refugee

£ Come and watch the brilliant new movie ‘Snatched’ starring Goldie
Hawn and Amy Schumer and help raise funds for Syrian refugees.
The screening is on Monday 29t May 2017 at 7.30pm in the Strand
Cinema, Belfast. Tickets are £20 each to include bubbles and
popcorn.

If you're interested contact Emma Tolland on 07786702416 or visit
Emma Tolland: Friends of Syrian Refugees on Facebook for more
information.

Lynn Athanasiou
Head of Early Years

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 2017

Thank you for all those parents who have already
handed in their Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers.
Please have a look over the weekend and bring
any stray vouchers into school on Monday, so
that we can do the final count and place our
equipment order. Many thanks.
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Emma Allen
Reception Class
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SPORT

Rockport Netball Invitational Tournament

On Monday over 500 girls played a full day of netball in the brilliant
sunshine on our new courts! All pupils were impressed and loved the
new surface! Teachers and parents from the many schools represented
were visibly jealous!!! What a fantastic day once again!

Many thanks to the staff for all of their help in making this event such a
success. A big thank you to the parents for their baking pre-
tournament and also Mr & Mrs Shiel for supplying us all with burgers
and hot dogs!

Trials

Good luck to the following girls who are going for Northern Ireland U17 trials on Sunday at
Lisburn Racquets Club:

Megan Ashcroft/Anna Beattie/ Katie Webb/Jessica Moffett.

TEXAS SCRAMBLE GOLF COMPETITION, Wednesday 17th May, 2017 at Bangor Golf Club

TEXAS SCRAMBLE
The Elite golf group and the Senior Development squads will be playing a Texas Scramble Team
Golf Event at Bangor Golf Club on Wed 17t May — first tee off time 11.30. This will be followed
by lunch in the clubhouse — total cost for green fees and lunch will be £15 and added to the bill.
If any pupil does not want to play | need to know by Monday 15t May.

This will be an exciting day and allows all of our golfers, who have been working hard all year, a
chance to play 9 holes together in a team. The teams are named in the grid below:

| Teams  [Players [ Player2 [ Plaver3 | Playera | Result |

S Mcllveen Mel Stanfield Angus Salters  Jack McGimpsey
_ Katie Webb Georgia McK R Moore C McGowan

Team C Mollie O’Hara E Karauzum CSimms Matt Lavery
Team D Jack McNulty Olivia Dixon Harry O’Hara  Rory Strain

J Napier Jessica Kelly John Wilson James McKissick
M.Cunningham  Louis Bonazza  Anna Beattie = Jamie Nevin
Team G Henry Clark Daniel Parker C Rogan Alex Hook
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CASTLEREAGH CHALLENGE CUP, Primary Schools Competition on Friday /-V\
19th May 2017 .

The following R7 pupils have been selected to play at the Castlereagh  castlereagh Hills @
Challenge Cup on Friday 19t May. This is an all-day event and they will be ~ Ge!fth
leaving school at 8.30 returning at approximately 4.30pm.

*  Samuel Wright

e Christian Simms >
* Jamie Nevin

* Hollie Webb

e C(Clara Waterworth
e Abi Toland
» Staff — Henry or SMcl thc

PTA

Location Location Location

Where else would you want to be on a sunny afternoon but by the beach? Not only a beach but acres
of lawn and woods too. Rockport IS the perfect setting for a lazy Sunday afternoon listening to music,
watching children play and soaking up a calm and friendly atmosphere. Thank you to everyone for
coming to the school fete and doing just that (and for not heading to the North Coast). Thank you to
all the staff members and parents who helped on the day. We couldn’t do it without you.

Music in May

| don’t think anyone fully appreciated just how amazing this night of music and song was going to be.
The Junior Choir sang beautifully with each child smiling from ear to ear, followed by incredible
performances from leading ladies from across the musical world who quite literally raised the roof of
the hall all wrapped up in a Julian Simmons bow. It was simply WOW.

Dad’s Day Out - Friday 12th May — 4pm — Clay Pigeon Shooting
www.fieldofdreamsni.com
All gents taking part today please be at the venue for 4pm....unfortunately you may need a coat L

Dates for Your Diary:
Dad’s Day Out - Friday 12t May

Belfast Marathon — Monday 15t May
School Fete — Sunday 7t" May
Speech Day — Thursday 15th June

Carol Thompson
PTA Chairperson
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