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Tue 13th 
 

11.00 
Afternoon 

R1-wн ±ƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǘǎΩ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
¦мм DƛǊƭǎΩ IƻŎƪŜȅ aŀǘŎƘ Ǿǎ DǊŀƴƎŜ tŀǊƪ 
 

Wed 14th 
 

9.15-11.30 
9.30-13.00 

Early Years to Lyric Theatre, Belfast 
R6-R7 (selected team) PS Cross Country Event , Comber Greenway 
 

Thu 15th 
 

11.00 
11.30 

R1-R2 Visit from Coastguards 
R5-R7 Choral Speaking Competition, Bangor 
 

Time Event 

IŜŀŘƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ IŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ 

Notes of Former Pupils: We were saddened at school to learn of the passing of Old 
Rockportian and Ballymoney man John Robb during the half-term. A former Irish Senator 
and an eminent surgeon who worked in RVH throughout some of the most challenging days 
of the Troubles, John always showed a keen interest in what was happening at Rockport and 
attributed the acquisition at least some of his free-thinking and liberal views to his time 
spent at the school.  
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At a time when it was perhaps at its least fashionable, John Robb followed a   liberal Protestant 
tradition grounded in the all-Ireland tradition of 18th Century Presbyterianism, and in 1982 
founded the New Ireland Group, an organisation itself dedicated to shaping a new agreed, 
cross-community vision of Ireland. He further made it his mission to learn and speak Irish. In 
1982 he was made a Senator in Dublin by Taoiseach Charles Haughey and he would go on to 
serve there for seven years, making the news on one occasion by wearing a Poppy in the 
Seanad on Armistice Day. On learning of his passing, Irish President Michael D Higgins paid 
great tribute to John Robb:  
  

άhe was a voice not only for peace 
but for reconciliation, for 
recognising all traditions and 
beliefs on the island of Ireland, 
and the making of a future in 
which all in Ireland could share. 
One could not but be impressed by 
his deep humanity, and his 
unstinting efforts to encourage 
new thinking in politics. At a 
personal level, he was a joy to 
meet, always optimistic, an all-
islander in the best sense. To have 
known him as a friend and regular 
correspondent was a privilege.έ  
   

Just a few years ago, I was pleased and privileged to welcome John Robb back to Rockport. It 
was during that visit that he told me of how, during the war he and some other boys, having 
pinched a bunch of keys from the nearby POW Camp at Seahill, had then panicked and 
hurriedly buried them in the GT. He even pointed to the exact spot where he remembered 
burying them. I further know that he was extremely pleased when I sent him the Belfast 
Telegraph article describing how local historians Robin Masefield and Terry De Winne would 
unearth the very same keys soon after using a metal detector. Four big, rusty keys which now 
have pride of place in the IŜŀŘΩǎ Study.  
  
George Vance 
Headmaster 

See the full Irish Time obituary here: 
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/country-general-
surgeon-dedicated-to-politics-of-conflict-resolution-
1.3402549 
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GENERAL 

Cool For School Photographs 
If you would like to order your photos through tschool, please 
send in your order forms to the school office by Monday, 5th 
March.  You can also order the photographs online.  Please 
follow the instructions on the form. 

We are delighted to be hosting the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Festival of Creativity in aid of Cancer Fund for 
Children. On Saturday 24th March, Rockport will be abuzz with brilliant bright young things 
who will be singing and dancing for this worthy cause. To find out more about the festival, 
please visit the Bright Young Things website: https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-
creativity/  
All proceeds from this event will go to Cancer Fund for Children and the organisers are keen to 
keep the costs down so they can raise as much money as possible for this important charity. To 
that end, they would be delighted to hear from anyone could assist with any of the following: 
Printing and Signage ς If you are a printer who could help us with printing some signage and 
programmes, we would love to hear from you. 
Photographer ς Are you a photographer who could capture each casts and some of the 
ambience of the day? 
Musicians/ Street ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎκ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Activities ς Would you like to perform and showcase 
your talent for our guests as they enjoy picnics overlooking Belfast Lough? Are you a clown or 
bouncy castle provider who can entertain children after their big performances?  
Festival Fringe Opportunities - Would you like to showcase your offering to a lovely family 
community? Perhaps you are a masseuse, reiki practitioner or a nail artist? Maybe you are a 
wonderful storyteller and would like to engage our amazing children? Or are you a family yoga 
practioner who can relax or children and parents pre and post show? Whatever your skill, if 
you think you would add to our festival, get in touch. 
Food/ drink suppliers ς We already have a number of fantastic local food suppliers on board, 
but if you would like to sell or sample your lovely local produce at our festival and have your 
own set up, then do get in touch. 
Prop making ς We need some help with some lovely props? ²ƘƻΩǎ up for making Giant Eggs? 
Finally, Volunteers ς We have our own team fully involved with directing and delivering shows, 
but we need lots more help within the front of house team who will bring children to and from 
their theatres, with general runner duties, and manning some of our activity rooms. Do you 
know someone who would love to give back on a Saturday and have lots of fun into the 
bargain? Well, please, please, please get in touch. We need your help! 
If you, or someone you know, are interested in helping with any of the above, please get in 
touch with Aisling, the event co-ordinator, at: aisling@bytdrama.com  
  
Mr P Lutton 
Head of Arts and Humanities 

CHILDRENõS FESTIVAL 

OF CREATIVITY  
BY CHILDREN. FOR CHILDREN.  

SATURDAY 24TH MARCH, 2018  
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Duke of Edinburgh 
Due to the recent cold temperatures in March we decided it is best to change the Bronze and Silver 
practice expedition dates.  This will also allow for extra pre-expedition training.  Please note the new 
dates below:  
 
Bronze Practice Expedition 
Thursday 26th - Friday 27th April 2018 
Pupils should arrive in school for 8 am, prepared for their expedition.  Kit lists have been sent 
home.  Pupils will return to Rockport on Friday and should be picked up at 4pm. 
  
Silver Practice Expedition 
Thursday 26th April ς Saturday 28th April 2018 
Pupils should arrive in school for 8 am, prepared for their expedition.  Kit lists have been sent 
home.  Pupils will return to Rockport on Saturday and should be picked up at 4pm. 
  

aǊǎ I aŎ.ǊƛŘŜ κ aǊǎ Y aŜƎŀǊǊȅκ aƛǎǎ { hΩIŀǊŀ 
(Duke of Edinburgh Leaders) 

Euro Quiz 
On Tuesday 6th March a few of our R8-10 pupils ventured to Belfast City Hall, for the Belfast heat of 
the Opportunity Europe Euro Quiz, which was organized by The European Commission Office in 
Northern Ireland and NICILT.  Rockport competed against 8 other Belfast schools, answering questions 
related to European Languages, Culture, Music, Geography and Music...to name a few.  They were 
also treated to breakfast and lunch in the Banqueting Hall!  The Rockport team put on an excellent 
performance, finishing just 4 points short of the two teams that went through to the final.   Despite 
missing out on the top spots everyone still left with a certificate, a goody bag and a smile on their face 
and were a credit to Rockport in their good humour and behaviour. 

Cathryn Seaton 

R12 Art exam days 
R12 Art & Design pupils will be completing their 10 hours of official supervised study time over 2 
days on Wednesday and Thursday 14th and 15th this week. Pupils will work in the Art room from 9 
am - 4 pm on both days, following normal break and lunch. Those involved must arrive at the Art 
room promptly after registration ends at 8.55 am. 

David Hamilton 
Teacher of Art & Design 
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EARLY YEARS 

Little Caterpillars/International ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Day 2018 
The R4 class visited the Caterpillar plant in Belfast as part of the International Day for 
Women. The trip was to highlight the important role that women have in industry and to 
encourage girls to choose STEM subjects. We saw the pistons being made and prepared for 
shipment abroad. Parents, Brad and Mary George facilitated the trip and to them we say a 
huge thank you.   (P.S. We let the boys come too!) 
 

Eunice  McKerrow 
R4 Teacher 

Playgroup Trip to Holywood Library Postponed 
Monday 12th March 2018 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ Trip to the library on Monday. We will 
rearrange and let you know the new date. 
  
Belfast /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Festival, Playgroup- R4 on Wednesday 14th March 2018 
A reminder that children from Playgroup to R4 are off to the Lyric Theatre on Wednesday 
to watch ΨtŜƴƎǳƛƴǎΩ. We will be leaving school at 9.15am sharp, so please ensure your 
child/children are in school in good time. There will be NO GOLF so they should wear 
everyday uniform. 
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 
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R1 & R2 People Who Help Us 
 

R1 & R2 VISIT FROM AIR AMBULANCE 
Mike came to tell us all about his job as a 
paramedic with Air Ambulance. We heard all 
about how fast they can respond to an 
emergency in an air ambulance. He told us 
about the speed and height which it travels and 
the difficulties the pilot has in landing. He 
showed us photos of incidents they have been 
called out to such as car accidents and farm 
accidents. The children asked lots of questions 
and realised just how amazing this service is. 
We hope in the future to raise some money as 
they rely on charity. 

Visit from Dr Breen 
Dr. Breen came into tell us all about her job as a doctor. As you can see, we got stuck into 
some very important work - giving Mr. Gorilla a health check and performing some life 
saving surgery!   
 
Claire Williamson, R2 Teacher 
 

Air Ambulance 
Mike came to talk to the children about his job as a paramedic with Air Ambulance. 
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UPPER JUNIORS 

Fairtrade 
Three R7 pupils, Finn McCartney, Luciano 
Albarengo and Hollie Harlen, attended a Fairtrade 
event in the Space Centre at SERC last Thursday 
afternoon along with Mrs Neill. They met the 
deputy mayor and enjoyed listening to Father John 
Joseph from India explain the meaning of Fairtrade 
and how it improves the lives of so many farmers.  
 

The children were ready with lots of sensible questions and asked if they could pop in to Asda 
on the way back to the train station to check whether the supermarket stocked Fairtrade 
products. We were happy to discover bags of bananas with the Fairtrade label and the pupils 
will be impressing upon their parents the importance of buying Fairtrade products in the future. 
A very worthwhile event and our thanks go to Emma Adair for inviting us. 

Clare Neill 
R5 Teacher 

Choral Speaking Competition R5-7 Thursday 15th March 
Our group of choral speakers will be taking part in Bangor Speech Festival next week at Ψ¢ƘŜ 
Community IǳōΩ on Hamilton Road (Thursday 15th). We will be travelling to and from Bangor on 
the train. The pupils will return to school for lunch. Parents are welcome to come along and 
spectate on Thursday. Our class will begin at 11.30am.  Pupils should wear their formal uniform 
to school on Thursday and bring a small snack for the train.  

Rebecca Breen 
R5-7 Teacher  

R7 Edinburgh Trip 
All medical forms and passports should be with office staff by Monday morning please. Final 
payments are also due. 
 
Morning Drop Off 
A reminder that R5,6 & 7 pupils should be dropped off outside the main school building in the 
mornings, not in the yard area. We like to encourage greater independence amongst the Upper 
Juniors and making their way to the classroom without assistance is all part of growing up. It 
also provides an excellent opportunity for pupils to wish staff a άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎέ as they pass by. 
 
Suzanne  McCartney 
Head of  Upper Juniors 
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Fantoystic! 
On Wednesday 7th March the Upper Juniors enjoyed an action-packed day of toy-based 
educational activities. We had Favourite Toy showcases, Knex vehicle construction with 
follow-up racing competition, toy studies in Art, ΨtǳǇǇŜǘ on a {ǘǊƛƴƎΩ Drama workshop, data 
handling in Maths, involving favourite Toy Story character and finallyΧ we all collapsed in an 
exhausted heap to enjoy Toy Story the movie. Speaking of collapsing, there was some 
additional entertainment provided free of charge when the Head of Upper Juniors lost her 
footing and fell flat on her back in the Sports Hall ς luckily a soft mat provided a safe landing ς 
it proved to be much more effective than any whistle at grabbing the ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ attention! 
We would like to thank R7 parent Mrs hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ for volunteering to come along and tell the 
children about her ΨƻƭŘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜΩ. Thanks also to Miss Fekkes, Mrs Hamill and Mr Ballentine-
Kearns for showcasing their own favourite toys and for entering fully into the spirit of the day. 
Proof, if ever it was needed, that we are all big kids at heart! 

Suzanne McCartney 
Head of Upper Juniors 
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