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Wed 14" 9.1511.30 | Early Years to Lyric Theatre, Belfast
9.30-13.00 | R6R7 (selected team) PS Cross Country Event , Comber Greenway

Thu 13 11.00 | R1R2 Visit from Coastguards
11.30 | R5R7 Choral Speaking Competition, Bangor
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Notes of Former Pupils We were saddenedat school to learn of the passingof Old
Rockportianand Ballymoneyman John Robb during the half-term. A former Irish Senator
and an eminent surgeonwho workedin RVHthroughout someof the most challengingdays
of the Troubles Johnalwaysshoweda keeninterestin what washappeningat Rockportand
attributed the acquisitionat least some of his free-thinking and liberal views to his time
spentat the school
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At atime whenit wasperhapsat its leastfashionable JohnRobbfollowed a liberal Protestant
tradition groundedin the all-Ireland tradition of 18" Century Presbyterianismand in 1982
founded the New Ireland Group an organisationitself dedicatedto shapinga new agreed,
crosscommunityvisionof Ireland He further madeit his missionto learn and speaklrish. In
1982 he was made a Senatorin Dublin by TaoiseaclCharlesHaugheyand he would go on to
serve there for sevenyears, makingthe news on one occasionby wearing a Poppyin the
Seanadon ArmisticeDay On learningof his passing,Irish PresidentMichael D Higginspaid
greattribute to JohnRobh

ohe was a voicenot only for peace
but for reconciliation, for
recognising all traditions and
beliefs on the island of Ireland,
and the making of a future in
which all in Ireland could share
Onecouldnot but be impressedy
his deep humanity, and his
unstinting efforts to encourage
new thinking in politics At a ‘/&_
personal level, he was a joy to

meet, always optimistic, an al-  See the full Irish Time obituary here
islanderin the bestsense Tohave  https://www .irishtimescom/opinion/country-generat

knownhimasa friendandregular  surgeondedicatedto-politics-of-conflict-resolution
correspondentvasa privilege¢ 1.3402549

Justa few yearsago,| waspleasedand privilegedto welcomeJohnRobbbackto Rockport It
wasduring that visit that he told me of how, duringthe war he and someother boys,having
pinched a bunch of keysfrom the nearby POW Campat Seahill,had then panickedand
hurriedly buried them in the GT He even pointed to the exactspot where he remembered
burying them. | further know that he was extremely pleasedwhen | sent him the Belfast
Telegrapharticle describinghow local historiansRobinMasefieldand Terry De Winne would
unearththe very samekeyssoonafter usinga metal detector. Fourbig, rusty keyswhich now
haveprideof placeinthel S| 8t

GeorgeVance
Headmaster
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GENERAL

CHI LDRENOS FES
OF CREATIVITY

SATURDAY 24TH MARCH, 2018

We are delightedto be hostingthe / K A  FEBEBVHl@ Ereativity in aid of CancerFund for
Children On Saturday24™ March, Rockportwill be abuzzwith brilliant bright young things
who will be singingand dancingfor this worthy cause To find out more about the festival,
please visit the Bright Young Things website https://www .bytdramacom/byt-festivat
creativity/

All proceedsfrom this eventwill goto CancerFundfor Childrenandthe organisersare keento
keepthe costsdown sothey canraiseasmuchmoneyaspossiblefor this important charity. To
that end,they would be delightedto hearfrom anyonecouldassistwith anyof the following:
Printing and Signageg If you are a printer who could help us with printing somesignageand
programmeswe would loveto hearfrom you.

Photographer ¢ Are you a photographerwho could capture each castsand some of the
ambienceof the day?

Musicians/StreetLJS NJF 2 NI S NEBActivitiedctWRWISoL ikéto perform and showcase
your talent for our guestsasthey enjoy picnicsoverlookingBelfastLough?Are you a clown or
bouncycastleproviderwho canentertainchildrenafter their big performances?

Festival Fringe Opportunities - Would you like to showcaseyour offering to a lovely family
community?Perhapsyou are a masseusereiki practitioner or a nail artist? Maybe you are a
wonderful storytellerand would like to engageour amazingchildren?Or are you a family yoga
practionerwho canrelaxor childrenand parentspre and post show?Whateveryour skill, if
youthink youwould addto our festival,getin touch.

Food/ drink suppliers¢ We alreadyhavea number of fantasticlocalfood supplierson board,
but if you would like to sell or sampleyour lovely local produceat our festivaland have your
own setup, thendo getin touch.

Propmakingq¢ We needsomehelpwith somelovelyprops?? K 2 Wp&r makingGiantEggs?
Finally,Volunteers¢ We haveour own team fully involvedwith directinganddeliveringshows,
but we needlots more help within the front of houseteamwho will bring childrento and from
their theatres, with generalrunner duties, and manningsome of our activity rooms Do you
know someonewho would love to give back on a Saturdayand have lots of fun into the
bargainVell, please please pleasegetin touch. We needyour help!

If you, or someoneyou know, are interested in helpingwith any of the above,pleaseget in
touchwith Aisling the eventco-ordinator, at: aisling@bytdramaom

Mr P Lutton
Headof Arts and Humanities

ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK
Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372 Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608

Email: Web:
Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119



mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
https://www.bytdrama.com/byt-festival-creativity/
mailto:aisling@bytdrama.com
mailto:aisling@bytdrama.com
mailto:aisling@bytdrama.com

Dukeof Edinburgh

Dueto the recentcold temperaturesin March we decidedit is bestto changethe Bronzeand Silver
practiceexpeditiondates Thiswill alsoallow for extra pre-expeditiontraining. Pleasenote the new
datesbelow.

BronzePracticeExpedition

Thursday26™ - Friday27" April 2018

Pupils should arrive in school for 8 am, prepared for their expedition Kit lists have been sent
home. Pupilswill return to Rockporton Fridayand shouldbe pickedup at 4pm.

SilverPracticeExpedition

Thursday26™ April ¢ Saturday28" April 2018

Pupils should arrive in school for 8 am, prepared for their expedition Kit lists have been sent
home. Pupilswill return to Rockporton Saturdayand shouldbe pickedup at 4pm.

aN&a | aO. NARS k aNam Y
(Duke of Edinburgh Leaders)

gl |
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EuroQuiz
On Tuesdaye™ March a few of our R8-10 pupilsventuredto BelfastCity Hall,for the Belfastheat of
the Opportunity Europe Euro Quiz, which was organizedby The EuropeanCommissionOffice in
Northernlirelandand NICILT Rockportcompetedagainstd other Belfastschools answeringquestions
related to EuropeanLanguagesCulture, Music, Geographyand Music.to name a few. Theywere
alsotreated to breakfastand lunchin the BanquetingHall! The Rockportteam put on an excellent
performance finishingjust 4 points short of the two teamsthat went throughto the final. Despite
missingout on the top spotseveryonestill left with a certificate,a goodybaganda smileon their face
andwere a creditto Rockportin their goodhumourandbehaviour

CathrynSeaton

R12 Art examdays
R12 Art & Designpupilswill be completingtheir 10 hours of official supervisedstudy time over 2
dayson Wednesdayand Thursday14™ and 15" this week Pupilswill work in the Art room from 9
am - 4 pm on both days,following normal break and lunch Thoseinvolvedmust arrive at the Art
room promptly after registrationendsat 8.55 am.
David Hamilton
Teacher of Art & Design
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EARLY YEARS

PlaygroupTripto Holywood LibraryPostponed

Monday 12" March 2018

Unfortunatelywe havehadto cancelt t | € 3 Nip zthi®ldbrary on Monday We will
rearrangeandlet youknowthe newdate.

Belfast/ K A f FE&&Rvg] Pldygroup R4 on Wednesdayl4h March 2018
Areminderthat childrenfrom Playgroupto R4 are off to the LyricTheatreon Wednesday
to watch Wt Sy Jwehwill elleavingschoolat 9.15am sharp, so pleaseensureyour
child/children are in schoolin good time. Therewill be NO GOLFso they should wear
everydayuniform.

LynnAthanasiou
Headof EarlyYears

Little Caterpillars/International? 2 Y S yp&ya018

The R4 classvisited the Caterpillarplant in Belfastas part of the International Day for
Women Thetrip wasto highlightthe important role that women havein industry and to
encouragegirlsto chooseSTEMsubjects We sawthe pistonsbeingmadeand preparedfor
shipmentabroad Parents,Bradand Mary Georgefacilitated the trip andto them we saya
hugethankyou. (PS Welet the boyscometoo!)

Eunice McKerrow
R4 Teacher
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R1 & RZPeople WhaoHelp Us

Rl & R2 VISITFROMAIRAMBULANCE

Mike came to tell us all about his job as a
paramedic with Air Ambulance We heard all
about how fast they can respond to an
emergencyin an air ambulance He told us
about the speedand heightwhichit travelsand
the difficulties the pilot has in landing He
showed us photos of incidentsthey have been
called out to such as car accidentsand farm
accidents The children askedlots of questions
and realised just how amazingthis serviceis.
We hope in the future to raise somemoneyas
they rely on charity.

Air Ambulance
Mike cameto talk to the childrenabouthisjob asa paramediowith Air Ambulance

Visitfrom Dr Breen

Dr. Breencameinto tell usall about her job asa doctor. Asyou cansee,we got stuckinto
somevery important work - givingMr. Gorillaa health checkand performing somelife
savingsurgery

ClaireWilliamson, R2 Teacher
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UPPER JUNIORS

Fairtrade

Three R7 pupils, Finn McCartney, Luciano
Albarengoand Hollie Harlen attended a Fairtrade
event in the SpaceCentre at SERQast Thursday
afternoon along with Mrs Neill They met the

deputy mayor and enjoyedlisteningto FatherJohn
Josephfrom India explainthe meaningof Fairtrade
andhow it improvesthe livesof somanyfarmers

Thechildrenwere readywith lots of sensiblequestionsand askedif they could pop in to Asda
on the way backto the train station to checkwhether the supermarketstocked Fairtrade
products We were happyto discoverbagsof bananaswith the Fairtradelabel and the pupils
will be impressingupontheir parentsthe importanceof buyingFairtradeproductsin the future.
Averyworthwhile eventandour thanksgoto EmmaAdairfor invitingus.
Clare Neill
R5 Teacher

ChoralSpeakingCompetition R5-7 Thursdayl5" March
Our group of choral speakerswill be taking part in BangorSpeechFestivalnext weekat ¥ ¢ K S
Communityl dzomrfHamiltonRoad(Thursdayl5"). We will be travellingto and from Bangoron
the train. The pupils will return to schoolfor lunch Parentsare welcometo come along and
spectateon ThursdayOur classwill beginat 11.30am. Pupilsshouldweartheir formal uniform
to schoolon Thursdayandbringa smallsnackfor the train.

Rebecca Breen

R57 Teacher

R7 EdinburghTrip
All medicalforms and passportsshould be with office staff by Monday morning please Final
paymentsare alsodue.

Morning Drop Off

A reminderthat R5,6 & 7 pupilsshouldbe dropped off outsidethe main schoolbuildingin the
mornings,not in the yard area We like to encouragegreaterindependenceamongstthe Upper
Juniorsand makingtheir way to the classroomwithout assistancas all part of growingup. It
alsoprovidesan excellentopportunity for pupilsto wishstaffad D 2 ¥ RNJ/ Asyh8ypassby.

SuzanneMcCartney
Headof UpperJuniors
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Fantoystid

On Wednesday7t" March the Upper Juniorsenjoyed an action-packed day of toy-based
educational activities We had Favourite Toy showcases,Knex vehicle construction with
follow-up racingcompetition, toy studiesin Art, Wt dzLdhJS{(i(i NB®rgind@orkshop,data
handlingin Maths, involvingfavourite Toy Storycharacterand finallyX we all collapsedin an
exhaustedheap to enjoy Toy Story the movie. Speakingof collapsing,there was some
additional entertainment provided free of chargewhen the Headof Upper Juniorslost her
footing andfell flat on her backin the SportsHall¢ luckilya soft mat provideda safelandingg
it provedto be muchmore effectivethan anywhistle at grabbingthe O K A f BitddighQ &
We would like to thank R7 parentMrs h Q { dzffor Vol@htegtingto comealongandtell the
childrenabouther ¥ 2 ¥ IRZ 2 dEhEhk$aB@0 Miss FekkesMrs Hamilland Mr Ballentine
Kearndor showcasingheir own favourite toys andfor enteringfully into the spirit of the day.

Proof,if everit wasneeded that we areall bigkidsat heart!
Suzanne McCartney

Head of Upper Juniors
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